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month of Ramadan, when Muslims are
required to make charitable donations, or
zakat.

Life for Relief and Development is a
popular, 15-year-old charity and one of the
largest Muslim relief groups in North America.

Muslims have long considered it safe for donations, especially amid increasing federal
scrutiny of Muslim charities in the wake of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

Federal law enforcement officials said this summer, amid large demonstrations in Metro
Detroit against the Israeli bombardment of Lebanon, they would increase enforcement efforts
in the wake of public statements in support of the militias of Hezbollah, considered by the
United States to be a terrorist group.

"It's a big deal because people in the Muslim community are wondering who they will give
their zakat to," said Dawud Walid, executive director of the Council on American Islamic
Relations.

You can reach Gregg Krupa at (313) 222-2359 or gkrupa@detnews.com.
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